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Benefits for students: 
 
· An opportunity for true experiential learning of 

the sciences including biology, ecology, geology 
etc. as students develop an ongoing relationship 
with the garden they help to create 

· Provides a healthy and relaxed learning environ-
ment   

· An opportunity for students to work on a joint 
project with other year levels 

· Students gain practical skills in propagating, 
planting, construction and garden labour that are 
transferable to their homes 

· Students become physically healthier through all 
that outdoor time 

· Provides enjoyable physical activity for less 
‘sporty’ children 

· A great project for developing co-operation and 
skills for group work amongst students 

· Involving students in garden design is an outlet 
for creativity, as well considering practical      
aspects such as sunlight, water drainage and 
layout 

· Helps empower students to contribute to creat-
ing a healthier, more sustainable environment  

· Students can make artworks such as sculptures 
and mosaics to display in the garden  

·  Provides a time to interact with other staff, par-
ents and the local community, as all are involved 
in creating an indigenous garden, thus develop-
ing a sense of identity and belonging to the 
wider community for students 

Benefits for staff: 
 
· Provides a more relaxed, varied and beautiful 

working environment 
· Provides endless opportunities for practical  

examples of teachings in the sciences, as well 
as related activities in all other subjects such 
as art, English and maths 

· Provides a time to relate to students on a more 
practical, relaxed level 

· Provides a time to interact with other staff 
members and the wider community, fostering 
stronger relationships  

· Creates healthier, happier staff members 
through more outdoor and physically active 
time at school 

· Provides a chance to interact with and get to 
know parents in a positive and constructive 
way 

· Provides staff with an opportunity to develop 
their own links within the wider community 

· Provides staff with the opportunity to learn 
more about indigenous plants and gardening 
that they can apply at home 

· Your school may also be inspired to build a 
vegie garden and/or house chickens, providing 
organic, local produce for staff at low prices! 

There are many benefits to students, staff and the environment when school communities decide to 
plant indigenous gardens in their grounds. Here are some to think about... 
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Benefits to the environment…  
 
· Provides much needed habitat for local species, 

including common, vulnerable and endangered 
animals 

· Saves water use by replacing exotic plants (often 
needing high maintenance and water supply) with 
indigenous species 

· Combats erosion: holds the ground together and 
creates new soil as indigenous species naturally 
break down  

· Helps nearby bushland become more established, 
as the animals visiting your indigenous garden  
facilitate seed dispersal 

· Can provide important vegetation corridors, allow-
ing animals to move between blocks of remnant 
bushland 

· Creates an awareness of many environmental   
issues for those involved with the garden 

· Supports the good work of nurseries that supply 
native plants, reducing the consumer desire for 
exotic species 

· Inspires people to maintain and plant indigenous 
species at home 

· Provides a model that can be adapted by other 
schools, thus increasing the population of indige-
nous plants and gardens 

· Reduces land fill as composted organic waste from 
school lunches can be recycled as mulch 

· Fosters a generation of people with the skills and 
experience to care for the land within their own 

Check out these resources: 
 
Koorie Plants Koorie People: Traditional Abo-
riginal Food, Fibre and Healing Plants of Victoria. 
Nelly Zola & Beth Gott (1992) Koorie Heritage 
Trust 
 
Grow your own Bushfoods Keith and Irene 
Smith (1999)  New Holland Publishers 
 
 
Web sources- 
http://science.uniserve.edu.au/school/quests/
nativeplants.html 
 
There are some great curriculum ideas here as 
well as many links to Australian websites 

Stuck for funding? Have you tried…  
 

�� Local council community and environmental 
grants 

�� Local nurseries 
�� Chain stores: eg. Bunnings, Mitre 10 
�� Large businesses:  
eg Alcoa Mine in Anglesea pledged to donate 1 
tree for every school student at Torquay PS 
�� Waste management companies: public and 

private 
�� The Gould League  
�� The Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) 
�� Junior Landcare grants 
�� Coast Action/ CoastCare 

grants 

    Just like Torquay Primary School you will find many great reasons to establish an indigenous garden at  
your school. 

  

Send us stories about your school’s garden projects, and 
with your permission we will put them on our website at 
www.ecologic.net.au to inspire others!  

Case study: Torquay Primary School 
(Victoria) 

 

In 2001 Torquay Primary School‘s grounds were 
empty cow paddocks.  
 

Students and staff now spend their days 
amongst a diversity of environments including 
wetlands, butterfly gardens, a Koorie Bushfoods 
Garden, grassland, heathland and woodland 
habitat gardens.  
 

There have been huge benefits for the students, 
staff, local environment, parents and the com-
munity at large, as discussed in this paper.  
 
Be inspired by more photos on the next page. 
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Bird hides, wetlands, koorie bushfood  
gardens, grasslands, vegie patches,  

mosaic tiles and more at Torquay Primary 
School... 
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