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Every Wednesday and Saturday you can find
Fiona at Split Point Lighthouse sharing her
wealth of historical knowledge. Fiona has i
worked with Eco-Logic for almost a year and has
proven to be one of our most enthusiastic

P.\ Lighthouse tour guides.
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I Fiona is the proud mother of three who has a history in fashion
1

I Eco-Logic. Currently Fiona is enrolled in Certificate Il in Tourism
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design, studying Fashion at Gordon TAFE prior to joining us at |
1

Guiding, also at Gordon TAFE, where she has been able to apply |
I her passion for Victorian History, educating Australians and i
international tourists about our heritage. |
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While conducting tours at Split Point Lighthouse, Fiona was excited
to meet the husband of the great granddaughter of Gustaf Dalén,
who invented the sunvalve, allowing lighthouses to become
automated. She has also seen whales, dolphins, wild weather, and
sun filled days that turn the ocean a beautiful turquoise. Fiona loves

i every minute! i

Keep up the good work Fiona!

Creature feature:

Southern Right Whale
Eubalaena australis

Ahhh tis the season! Whale season is upon us
and boy has it been a bumper one so far.
Particularly for the Southern Right Whale, whose
population was once threatened by the
commercial whaling industry in the 1800s.

These whales are still listed as Endangered
today, their current population being 3% of what it
was prior to the hunting of Southern Right Whales
for meat and oil.
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1 The Southern Right Whale grows up to 18m long,
1 is predominantly dark brown to black in colour
1 and has enormous baleen plates used to filter
1 plankton.
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Photo: Clive McMahon, Australian Antarctic Divisi on

The Southern Right Whale can easily be recognised from the shore as it is usually found close to shore and has
very distinguishing features. Southern Right Whales lack a dorsal fin and have raised rough white patches of
skin called “callosities” on their head, said to reduce the splash of water over the animal’s blow hole once it
surfaces. The Southern Right Whale also has a unique spurt from it's blow holes. Because both blow holes are
widely spread on the animal’'s head, it's spurt is a V shape.

Each year in the months of May to October, these amazing creatures grace our shores from the deep southern
ocean to mate and calve. When born, calves lack the thick layer of fat called “blubber” that surrounds their body
to keep them warm. Whales choose to migrate to warmer waters where young are protected and have time to
develop a thick layer of blubber before they're immersed in the freezing Antarctic waters. It's this same layer of
blubber (up to 30cm thick in adults) that allows adult Southern Right Whales to fast while they're in Australian
waters and females to provide their young with milk. This milk contains 40% fat, allowing the calf to gain up to
90kg per day.

Mother and calf is an amazing sight to see. Spyhopping, lobtailing, breaching, pec waving and flipper slapping ,
are all the dance moves common to Southern Right Whales in their expansive dance floor that is the ocean. I

Keep an eye out for these impressive creatures in the final months of what is set to be one of the most !
successful whale seasons yet!! 1
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SEPTEMBER PLANS:
Eco-Logic won't be running a
holiday program this P # % &'
September. 0 *
Instead we'll be upgrading our #3 % $$ + 8
booking system, consolidating ( (
. ; $ & & (&
our fire plan, working on our
bsi (&% ( (( & " - &
we SIFe... $ &- & &( $ HS %
& having a few days off! ) ( /0 ’
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But you can still join at tour at
Split Point Lighthouse, open o '
: $ & (
1lam- 3pm daily. $ ( ( 3
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Eco-Logic recognizes that we are ) . (.6
on Indigenous ground. ( $ 2
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We wish to acknowledge and pay ((& ( ( &
respect to the original custodians L h (s
-both past and present- of "
Geelong, Anglesea and Aireys
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that this land continues to be a , -
place of significance. & (
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1 Find out about Ocean Park, WA: http://www.oceanpark.com.au/
(and another highlight: joining Eco girl Felicity on a whale shark snorkel at Ningaloo where she’s
working these days!)
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