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In this Issue…  
 
 
 
Grand Designs. 
The aquatic mini beast 
 
 
Staff Profile 
 

Sharon Blum-Caon 
 
 
 

Kid’s Capers 
 

Strike a chord! 
 
 
 

Creature Feature 
 

Salps 
 
Summer Holiday Wrap 
up. 
 

��� � Eco-Logic Program 
 
��� �  ‘Summer by the Sea’ (VIC) 
 
��� � Coastal Connections (SA)  
 
 

Possum Pete’s 
Adventures! 
 
Pete tells us of his 
experiences in South 
Australia and South Africa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next issue out in July!!  
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Sharon started working for Eco-logic four years 
ago. Before working at Eco-logic, Sharon was 
very busy filling up her resume’. Sharon began 
her working life as an analytical chemist, she 
then became employed in the environmental 
policy and management department of a multi-
national company, she was later employed to 
conduct environmental and occupational 
hygiene assessments and her last employment 
was the Environment Manager at Surfcoast 
Shire. Somewhere in between all this Sharon 
had two lovely children who are just as 

passionate about the environment and exploration as their mum, spending 
most of their weekends either snorkelling or surfing at their nearest beach. 
Sharon is very excited to be a fully qualified snorkelling instructor for eco-
logic. She says snorkelling is by far her favourite Eco-logic activity, “we’re 
in the water, exploring the world of sea creatures. Need I say more?” said 
Sharon. 
When asked who she would prefer to have a cup of tea with, “the little 
mermaid’ or “nemo” Sharon said “the little mermaid”. Over a cup of tea 
Sharon said she would ask “the little mermaid” about the prince, he “must 
have been quite a bloke to make her leave the sea!” 
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Creature feature:  
 

Salps  
 

While taking a dip at my favourite beach I was surprised to find myself 
sifting through small fingernail sized pieces of jelly.  These jelly balls 
were in their thousands, explaining why later that night I had to retrieve 
a small army of them from the depths of my bathers.  On close 
inspection, each jelly ball was transparent in colour except for one tiny 
blue dot. 
 
I was baffled as to what these strange balls of jelly might be.  Portions 
of a sea jelly? Fish eggs? Octopus eggs? 
 
After flicking through text books and surfing the net, I was able to find 
out that these jelly balls are called “Salps”. 
 
Salps belong to a group of animals called Tunicates.  Tunicates belong 
to the phylum Chordata, making them taxonomically closer to humans 
than sea jellies. Tunicates that you may be more familiar with are sea 
squirts, such as cunjevoi, filter feeding animals attached to rock ledges 
on the shore or below the waves. 
 
Instead of staying put, Salps are planktonic, drifting with the ocean 
currents.  Salps filter bacteria, zooplankton and phytoplankton through 
their bodies using muscle contraction; this same muscle contraction 
assists the Salps propulsion through the water.                                    Two salps found washed up on the beach 
 
While reproducing, individual Salps form a colony, producing chains and wheel-like formations under the water.  
These Salps can also reproduce asexually with an individual capable of producing a chain of individuals.  These 
animals are reproductive machines, reproducing sexually and asexually allows them to increase their population by 
2.5 times each day. 
 
So don’t be too disgusted next time you’re rinsing you bathers and find a handful of fingernail sized jelly balls 
making their way down the plug hole, they are harmless planktonic sea creatures hitching a ride on the nearest 
ocean current, wave surge or loose pair of Speedos. 
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Possum Pete’s Adventures –  
South Africa   
Last year PP had an awesome 
journey to that wild continent of 
Africa. He was there to do 
teaching rounds in his subjects 
of Biology and Science. Without 
a doubt this was one of the 
most exciting and challenging 
experiences of PP’s life, and 
here he tells about one of the 
great moments from his 
adventure…  

 

 

While we were on safari to the nature reserve of Pilanesburg two hours from Johannesburg, I got my first glimpse 
of Wildebeest and Impala grazing on the open plains. What a sight to finally see for myself the African animals I 
had so often seen on the television. I can tell you for sure it is better in real life. It was the Elephants that we really 
wanted to see, those enormous lumbering beasts that weigh as much as a bus and are as strong as a bulldozer.  
The day went on, we saw huge crocodiles lying by the lake edge, small mongoose swiftly running through the 
undergrowth. I was even able to catch site of a small skink, a type of lizard very similar to those we have back in 
Australia. I was amazed at how close it was in size and markings to its Australian cousin, the only difference I 
could see was a pointier nose! Of course, Australia and Africa were joined together in the massive supercontinent 
of Gondwanaland. Back then the relatives of both the Australian and African skinks would have looked the same, 
200 million years of evolution has changed some species a lot, and some very little! 
It was time to leave the park, how disappointed we were that no elephants had appeared browsing the African 
plain – but wait! There, ahead on the road and blocking our exit, an enormous male African Elephant. The beast 
was blocking both lanes of traffic, and had been for the last 20 minutes. They can be very dangerous so no-one 
was going to get out and push it out of our way. It decided it wasn’t going to let traffic through, and there was 
nothing we could do about it! We had to wait, and wait, and wait! Eventually someone got impatient and flashed 
their car lights – big mistake! The elephant didn’t like that at all and turned to face this  
car, and charged! They reversed their car as far as they could, but the elephant kept coming only turning away at 
the last second. Now he was halfway off the road other cars started to edge forwards, and as one went past, he 
turned again and went to headbutt the car, another near miss. This was one very grumpy elephant. He seemed to 
realise that he would have to start letting the cars past, and with resignation slowly lumbered off the road. An 
exciting introduction to the largest terrestrial animal on earth! 
 
As we left passing large family groups of elephants and giraffe, I was pleased to have seen the big herbivores. 
Now it was time for the big cats, I didn’t want to meet them to close of course! But that is another story… 
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Possum Pete’s Adventures 
South Australia 

In January this year Pete and Phil from Eco-logic made the journey to the southeast region of South 
Australia, and ran activities in the Robe, Beachport and Southend townships.  Both leaders found this 
extremely enjoyable and the people from SA very enthusiastic and welcoming. Funnily on Pete’s first 
activity almost all the participants were from Geelong! Although it was a busy schedule, the leaders 
found time for snorkelling, fishing and surfing. There was so much marine life to admire and explore. 
 
The groups were almost always full, and the messages about protecting and helping to conserve this 
coast for future generations was heard and taken in by over 800 participants over the 2 weeks. Craig 
Billows from the South Australian Department of Environment and Heritage was very pleased with the 
success of the program, and we are hoping to get invited back next year! 

 

PP and the hunt for Hapalochlaena maculosa  – The Southern Blue 
Ringed Octopus! 
 
It wasn’t fair. PP had been leading 
rockpool rambles in prime BRO 
(Blue Ringed Octopus) territory for 
three years, and never once had 
he seen one. It seemed like every 
day other Eco-Logic leaders would 
come from their rockpool rambles 
and tell amazing stories of baby 
BRO’s, or angry fist-sized male 
BRO’s displaying their blue rings – 
this is a warning for potential 
predators that they do not want to 
mess with a BRO, their venom is 
so toxic it can shut down an adults 
muscular functions very quickly! 
Of course, PP didn’t want to get 
bitten by one! He just wanted to 
see and admire such an amazing animal. One late afternoon while rockpool rambling in Wye River with 
Justin, another Eco leader (and one who has seen many BRO’s) PP was almost convinced he had 
seen just one leg of the BRO, but he later found out it actually belonged to a brittle star. Perhaps he 
was destined to never see in the wild one of Australia’s most fascinating animals.  

 
 

It took a special journey for Possum Pete to South Australia, and the beautiful region of Robe to finally 
see for himself the incredible blue ringed octopus. He nearly missed it! It was on the way back from 
what was already the best RR of the season, with wandering anemones and pencil urchins among the 
amazing finds. But yes, there it was – a BRO in full display swimming around a rockpool. Everyone was 
ecstatic, not least Possum Pete.  

 

 
 
Eco-Logic recognizes that we are on 
Indigenous ground.  
 
We wish to acknowledge and pay 
respect to the original custodians 
-both past and present- of Geelong, 
Anglesea and Aireys Inlet, the 
Wathaurong, realizing that this land 
continues to be a place of significance. 
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