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An interesting find…  
 

Eco-Logic staff were excited to have a close look 
at a Pygmy Sperm Whale (Kogia breviceps) that 
was stranded on the beach between Aireys Inlet 
and Lorne in October. 
 

A local woman rang the Eco-Logic office from the 
beach where a few residents were keeping the 
small whale cool and hydrated with buckets of sea 
water. Unfortunately by the time we arrived, along 
with staff from Coast Action/ Coastcare, the 
Department of Sustainability & Environment and 
the Great Ocean Road Coast Committee, the 
whale had died. 

 
 
 

 
The stranded whale was just over 2 metres in 
length and had blood, grazing and trauma 
apparent across the front of it’s head, perhaps 
from a collision with a blunt object like a boat. 
Though small in size, the whale had life scars- 
a collection of small bite marks and scars on 
it’s underside, suggesting maturity.  
 

Pygmy Sperm whales are found in temperate 
and tropical waters, but are rarely sighted in 

the ocean, and occasionally stranded on beaches. They can grow to just over 3 
metres in length and weigh around 300-400kgs as adults. As a newborn, Pygmy 
Sperm whales are around 1.2m long, and weigh about 50kgs. These whales 
have a blunt, square head, and a small mouth containing sharp, narrow, 
backward curving teeth in the lower jaw only.  
 

Like the much larger Sperm whale (Physeter macrocephalus), Pygmy Sperm 
whales feed on squid, octopus and fish, as well as shrimps, cuttlefish and crabs. 
Sperm whales are known to dive deeper than other whale species, with the 
Pygmy Sperm whale often descending 300m to find food. Pygmy Sperm whales 
have not been studied extensively, but it is thought that they live to around 23 
years of age. 
 

�
Eco-Logic has a fresh, new website    

 

We’ve recently updated our website to 
include more resources and information 
for teachers to use in planning camps and 
excursions.  
 
Next year we will also be emailing out pre 
and post visit packs for primary schools 
that book our activities, and we’re working 
on resources for secondary groups too. 
 

See www.ecologic.net.au 
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Phil is probably our most experienced Eco 
warrior at Eco-Logic. He’s a qualified ski 
instructor, sail board instructor, surfing instructor 
and most recently a rockpool rambler. 
 
As well as providing enthusiastic interpretation 
on our coastal rockpools and bush environments 
with Eco-Logic, Phil is an experienced outdoor 

leader and youth worker for other organizations in the region, taking 
him to amazing places such as Wilson’s Promontory, Tasmania, 
Central Australia and the Twelve Apostles. 
 
Living in the coastal town of Torquay for several years, Phil is very 
passionate about the environment he lives in, often inspiring other 
members of Eco-Logic to act on environmental issues on the Surf 
Coast.  Keep up the good work Phil!! 
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Girl’s night out! 
 

It was a Sunday night in Anglesea and Sal, Regina and Rose were looking 
for some action!!! Tired of their usual night spot, Eagle Rock Marine 
Sanctuary, they decided to go east and scope out the low tide night scene 
at Point Addis Marine Park.  Glamorous as usual, in their toasty Eco-Logic 
fleeces, beanies, rock hopping shoes and Neptune’s necklaces, they 
ventured into the dark. 
 
Tickled pink, the girls launched themselves onto the intertidal platform.  
Rose spent the night dancing with a common Maori octopus (pictured), 
fending off his wandering tentacles.  Sal picked up a prickly sea urchin 
and Regina found herself in trouble yet again, pouring her drink all over a 
sea cow that was quick to retaliate with a spray of purple ink.  
 
If that wasn’t enough, the local heavies, the Blue Ringed Octopus decided 
to make an appearance, barely hiding amongst the seaweed.  Worried 
that the Blue Ringed Octopuses might cause trouble in the darkness of 
the pools, the girls decided to call it a night but they were sure it wouldn’t 
be the last time they’d have a girl’s night out at Point Addis Marine Park.  
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Creature Feature:  
       Leather Jackets  
 

So you’ve seen the fashions on the field at the 
Melbourne Cup, and you’ve sussed out the array of 
colourful bikini prints about to hit our beaches, but 
have you taken the time to dive a little deeper to 
see what the latest in Victoria’s Ocean Boutique 
store is?   
It’s the Leather Jacket. 
 
A member of the Monacanthidae family, the 
Leather Jacket is a bony fish, prominent in the 
Ocean Boutique stores which can be found in 
Victoria’s exclusive marine shopping plazas such 
as Point Danger Marine Sanctuary, Point Addis 
Marine Park and Eagle Rock Marine Sanctuary.   
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This year the summer Leather Jacket range consists of the Yellow Striped Leather Jacket, Six Spined Leather 
Jacket, Mosaic Leather Jacket, Tooth Brush Leather Jacket, Morse Code Leather Jacket, Chinaman’s Leather 
Jacket, Blue Lined Leather Jacket, Horseshoe Leather Jacket, Southern Leather Jacket and my favourite- the 
Stars and Stripes Leather Jacket 
 

This season’s leather jackets come in a range of sizes from 25mm to 1m, so don’t worry if you’ve eaten too 
many sea biscuits this winter because Ocean Boutique caters for all sizes. 
 

Common features of this summer’s Leather Jackets include a triangular head, small mouth, small scales 
imbedded in a tough leathery skin, teeth like my sister’s before she got braces (perfect for scraping sponge and 
eating small invertebrates) and a prominent dorsal fin spine that is armed with downward-directed barbs. 
 

So forget the shopping trolley and credit card. Get yourself a snorkel and fins and check out the range of 
Leather Jackets your nearest Ocean Boutique has to offer! 
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SLIP, SLOP, SLAP, SLIDE!!!  ��� �  
 
Every year over 380,000 people in Australia are 
diagnosed with skin cancer- that’s over 1000 people 
every day.   
 
Spending most of our time outdoors, staff at Eco-
Logic know how important it is to be sunsmart, 
particularly during these warmer months of the year. 
 
Here are 10 top tips on how to have fun in the sun 
this summer without turning into a lobster! 
 

1. Stay in the shade between 11am and 3pm, when 
the UV levels reach their peak 
2. Apply sunscreen 20 minutes before going outside 
3. SPF30+ sunscreen is best, but don’t use 
sunscreen as your only form of protection. No 
sunscreen offers 100% protection 
4. Reapply sunscreen every 2 hours 
5. Choose a hat that protects your whole face, neck, 
ears and head.  Broad rimmed, legionnaire and 
bucket hats are best 

 
6. Choose clothing with a high Ultra Violet Protection 
(UPF) rating. UPF ratings indicate the percentage of 
UV radiation transmitted through unstretched, dry 
material.  Any rating above UPF 30 provides good sun 
protection 
7. Try to wear at least three quarter length pants and 
tops. Darker colours (black, navy and red) absorb more 
UV than lighter shades so offer higher protection 
8. Slide on some close-fitting sunglasses that cover as 
much of the eye as possible.  Look for sunglasses that 
have an eye protection factor of at least 10 
9. You can still get sunburnt in the car. Clear or tinted 
window films and sun visors applied to non laminated 
windows can substantially reduce the amount of UV 
rays transmitted into your car 
10. Don’t just check if it is going to rain when planning 
an activity.  Check the UV index forecast issued by the 
Bureau of Meteorology. When the UV index is 3 or 
above, the risk of skin cancer increases, so sun 
protection is super important 
 

More information: 
www.sunsmart.com.au 
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Eco-Logic recognizes that we are on 

Indigenous ground.  
 

We wish to acknowledge and pay 
respect to the original custodians 

-both past and present- of Geelong, 
Anglesea and Aireys Inlet, the 

Wathaurong, realizing that this land 
continues to be a place of 

significance. 
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