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In this Issue...

The Wonderful
World Of Algae

Identify some common
seaweed species

Lost at Sea

Follow the travels of
the short-tailed
shearwater

Staff Profile: Rose
Herben

Creature Feature:
Cinnamon Fungus

Find out how this
sweet- sounding
fungus is causing
problems in the bush

Kid’s Capers

Get some ideas for
your school yard

September School
Holiday Program

(% success
) ) . See what we got up to
last holidays!
" " Next issue out in
December!
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a Puggle ....... often confused with a Muggle, as featured in Ha  rry Potter, is actually a baby Echidna !
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Creature Feature: Cinnamon Fungus,
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Phytophthora cinnamomi.

Phytophthora cinnamomi or Cinnamon Fungus is a soil borne fungus that infects the roots of plants and is responsible for the
death of Australian flora. The fungus was first isolated in the bark of Cinnamon trees in Sumatra in 1922 and is now well
established in countries where the annual rainfall is greater than 600mm, such as the southern parts of Australia.

Phytophthora cinnamomi is listed as a key threatening process under the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Act 1999

(EPBC).

preventing the plant from absorbing water and nutrients.

On making contact with it's host plant through the soil, the fungus grows through the root system, therefore

Early signs of a Cinnamon Fungus infection include wilting and

yellowing of the foliage. Ultimately, the plant dies due to a lack of nutrients and water.

Grass Trees showing signs of Cinnamon
Fungus. Photo courtesy of DPI.

Spring provides the perfect conditions for Phytophthora to spread because our soils
are warm and moist.

While enjoying the outdoors this spring, there are several ways you can prevent the
spread of Cinnamon Fungus within areas such as the Anglesea Heath, which first
showed the signs of a Phytophthora infection in 1972. To prevent the transport of
infected soil;

-avoid driving, riding or walking in areas where soils are wet and sticky

-keep to the tracks

-remove soil from vehicles, bikes, boots and camping equipment before and after each
trip

-use wash-down or hygiene stations when provided
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...enjoying the atmosphere in our "
Beach @ Night activity g™

Eco-Logic recognizes that we are on
Indigenous ground.

We wish to acknowledge and pay
respect to the original custodians
-both past and present- of Geelong,
Anglesea and Aireys Inlet, the
Wathaurong, realizing that this land
continues to be a place of
significance.
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